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[57] ABSTRACT 

A wireless headset system for use with, e.g. mobile phones, 
and which incorporates a wireless headset which commu- 
nicates with a base station via magnetic inductive coupling 
or radio frequency signals to dial and send or receive calls 
via a conventional phone, e.g. a mobile phone, attached to 
the base station. In one embodiment, the mobile phone is 
carried in the base station which is worn by the user. 

6 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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MODULAR WIRELESS HEADSET SYSTEM 
FOR HANDS FREE TALKING 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuing prosecution application in 
part of the Applicants' co-pending, prior application entitled 
MODULAR WIRELESS HEADSET SYSTEM FOR 
HANDS FREE TALKING, assigned to the same assignee of 
the present application, and filed Jan. 7, 1998, U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/004,178. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a wireless headset system 
for hands free talking over a conventional pbone unit and 
more particularly to a modular wireless headset system 
which is readily adaptable for use with mobile phones in 
different configurations. 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 

Using a conventional phone entails holding the receiver 
unit to the user's ear and this can be either tiring during long 
phone conversations or awkward in the case of using a 
cellular phone while performing some tasks such as driving 
an automobile. Therefore, there is a need for providing a 
wireless headset to allow talking over a phone while leaving 
the user's bands free to perform some other task. 

Most conventional headsets are connected to a base 
station by means of a wire. While this provides a secure 
communication link between the headset and the base 
station, the wire both limits the mobility of the user and is 
inconvenient for purposes of storage. A wireless headset, on 
the other hand, provides the convenience of mobility and 
eliminates the problem of storing the connecting wire. 

With the wide acceptability of mobile telephones, such as 
cellular telephones and PCS telephones, there has developed 
the need for a wireless headset which is compatible with 
such mobile phones in order to enable the user to perform 
tasks with both hands while carrying on a conversation or 
even dialing over the mobile phone. There is therefore a 
need for a wireless headset system which can conveniently 
be adapted for use with conventional mobile phones. 
However, conventional wireless headsets have heretofore 
typically been designed only for use with a landline phone. 

Further, there is a need for a wireless headset system 
which allows convenient removal of the various components 
so that they can be replaced with other modules to adapt the 
wireless headset system to different situations such as, for 
example, communication between the wireless headset and 
a stationary base station at some distance from the wireless 
headset or between the wireless headset and a cellular phone 
being worn by the user in relatively close proximity to the 
wireless headset. 

Another problem of the typical conventional wireless 
headset has been its large size. The power requirements of 
conventional headsets require relatively large and heavy 
batteries to provide power for several hours of continuous 
use. This has necessitated that conventional headsets be 
relatively large and be worn over the user's head. There is 
a need for a headset which is small enough to be fitted 
against just one ear and which features an easily detachable 
battery pack. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The above and other deficiencies of prior art wireless 
headset systems are overcome by the present invention of a 
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wireless headset system for communicating between a base 
station and a wireless headset worn by a user. In t|ie present 
i nvention, the wireless headset includes €n ear piece^an ea r 
r!ook~which is c onnectedtg jn e end o f the ear.pje ce and fit s" 

5 over the ear of a user.rijspeaker)mounted on the ear piece and 
positioned to reproduce so unds into the gar nf the user, a 
hnom having nne ,end mounted to another end of the ear 
piece?* a microphone Amounted on another end of the boom , 
a first transceiver mounted to another end of the ear hook 
and electrically connected to the speaker and to the micro- 
phone for wirelessly transmitting and receiving signals 
representative of audio lignnli hFtyrrrnjhr wirolnn hrjirhrt 
and the base station, and a detachable battery pac kJfor 
powering the first transceiver. 

15 The wireless headset system of the present invention 
further comprises a base station which includes .a power 
interface for coupling the base station to an external source 
of electrical power, a phone interface for electronically 
coupling the base station to a phone, preferably a mobile 

20 phone, to allow the base station to communicate with the 
phone, and a second transceiver for wirelessly communi- 
cating between the phone interface and the first transceiver. 
In the preferred embodiment, the power interface of the base 
station further includes an interface for accepting and 

25 recharging the battery pack when it is detached from the 
wireless headset. A charged battery pack, when connected to 
this interface, can also be used for powering the base station. 
When the base station is connected to an external source of 
power, the battery pack connected to the interface is 

30 recharged. 

In a preferred embodiment, the wireless headset is modu- 
lar in construction so that various elements, e.g. the ear 
piece, ear hook and the first transceiver, for example, can be 
detached from each other. This allows transceivers of dif- 

35 ferent capabilities to be readily substituted. For example, if 
the distance between the wireless headset and the base 
station is short, the first transceiver and the second trans- 
ceiver can wirelessly communicate by magnetic inductive 
coupling. If the distance is long, the wireless communication 

40 can be by radio frequency transmission. 

In one embodiment, the ear hook is deformable toward the 
speaker and the speaker is non-pivotally mounted on the ear 
piece, so that the ear hook can be deformed to clamp the 
pinna of a user's ear between the ear hook and the speaker. 

45 The ear hook may deform in other directions as well to help 
fit the wireless headset module to the user's ear. In other 
embodiments, the ear hook is non-deformable toward the 
speaker but either the speaker or the ear hook is pivotally 
mounted on the ear piece so that the speaker and ear hook 

50 can be pivoted toward each other to clamp the pinna of a 
user's ear between the ear hook and the speaker. The speaker 
could be pivotable in other directions as well to help fit the 
wireless headset module to the user's ear. In one 
embodiment, the speaker can be detached from the ear piece 

55 and rotated 180° and then reattached to the ear piece. This 
allows the wireless headset to be worn on either ear of the 
user and with the speaker being directed into the auditory 
canal of the user's left ear or right ear. In another 
embodiment, the speaker is simply bidirectional. 

60 In one embodiment, the boom includes an antenna for the 
first transceiver while in another embodiment, the antenna is 
located in the ear piece. The boom can be either rigid or 
flexible. Further, in one embodiment a power on/off switch 
for the first transceiver is mounted on the headset, for 

65 example on the housing for the first transceiver. 

In the preferred embodiment, the first transceiver and the 
second transceiver communicate over a selected one of a 
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plurality of transmission channels, and the wireless headset FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the modular wireless 

further comprises a channel selector for selecting the one of headset system as embodied in a configuration for use with 

the plurality of transmission channels. The channel selector a mobile phone in a personal automobile; 

can be mounted on the ear hook for convenient use. piG. 5 is a vertical view of a second embodiment of the 

In one preferred embodiment of the invention, the base 5 invention showing a base station intended to be worn by the 

station is intended for use within an automobile for com- user of the modular wireless headset system; 

municating between the wireless headset and a mobile piG. 6 is a vertical view of a third embodiment of the 

phone connected to the base station. In this embodiment the invention showing a base station intended to be worn by the 

power interface includes a cigarette lighter adapter for user 0 f the modular wireless headset system; 

plugging into a cigarette lighter socket of the user's auto- w nG ? fa a side yiew of a ^ embodiment of , he 

mobile and a powercord for detechab y connecting the ^ ^ showin a ^ &Mioa ^ ^ ^ fa ^ 

cigarette lighter adapter to the base station. In another ^ of the bM 

preferred embodiment, the base station acts as a carrier for _ _, _ . ... , , , 

a mobile phone and is worn by the user. In both of these . FIG ; 8 1S a vertlcal view of the fourlh embodiment of the 

embodiments the first transceiver and the second transceiver 15 mvenuon ; 

wirelessly communicate with each other via magnetic indue- FIG. 9 is an enlarged detail view of the fourth embodi- 

tive coupling. rnent of the invention showing the means of attaching the 

In operation, the user enters a car and attaches a mobile base station t0 the mobile P hone; 
phone to a base station releasably mounted in the car. The FIG. 10 is a schematic view of the circuitry of the modular 
user then positions the wireless headset module on his or her 20 wireless headset system of the invention; 
head. When an incoming call is received by the mobile FIG. 11A is a vertical top view of the wireless headset 
phone, the user acates an appropriate button on the mobile module according to a fifth embodiment of the invention; 
phone, e.g. the "talk" button, and the on/off button on the piG. 11B is a vertical side view of the wireless headset 
wireless headset module to receive the call. The user then module depicted in FIG 11A; 

communicates wilh the caller through the modular wireless 25 pjg. lie is a vertical end view of the wireless headset 
headset without holding the mobile phone. This permits modu , e shown in nG 11A 
hands free communication. Furthermore, unlike current . 

arrangements which rely on the use of speaker phones, the FIG - 110 1S a bottom v,ew of the ear hook P ortion of the 
user and the caller may carry on a semi-private conversation wueless headset moduIe SDOwn * mG and 
that a passenger in an automobile cannot decipher because 30 FIG. 12 is a vertical sectional view of the ear hook, 
the passenger can't hear the caller's end of the conversation. speaker module and microphone boom of the wireless 

In several portable embodiment versions, the base station headset module shown in FIGS - throu g h UD - 
is physically and electrically connected to the mobile phone DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN 

and is worn by the user, e.g. clipped to the user s belt. The 35 PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

user may then position the wireless headset on his or her 

head and receive incoming calls. Again, no wire connects Referring now more particularly to FIGS. 1A through ID, 
the wireless headset to the base station, permitting the user inclusive, the wireless modular headset system according to 
to walk, bike, and still receive incoming calls without having a first embodiment of the invention includes a wireless 
to hold the mobile phone to his or her ear. M headset module 10 which comprises an ear piece 13 con- 

These and other objects, advantages, features of the nected at one end to a flexible ear hook 12. Aspeaker module 
invention will become more readily apparent in the nature of 14 * connected to the ear piece 13. Speaker module 14 can 
the invention more clearly understood by reference to the be detached from the ear piece 13, rotated 180° and reat- 
following detailed description of the invention, the intended ta ched to the ear piece 13. This allows a speaker 24 
claims, and the several drawings attached hereto. 45 Positioned on one side of the speaker module 14 to face 

directly into either ear of the user of the modular wireless 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS headset module. On the opposite side of the speaker module 

FIG. 1A is a vertical side view of the wireless headset 14 * a P° wer on/off bmton 26 for """tolling the operation 

module according to a first embodiment of the invention; of v ? reless headset . module - ^ button 26 can iho 1x5 

iTT^ in- .. * . . . . ., ... „ mounted at other locations on the wireless headset. 

FIG. IB is a vertical side view of the opposite side of the 50 

speaker module 14 depicted in FIG. 1A; Mso a " acned t0 the ear P"*e 13 is a rotating boom 16 

FIG. 1C is a vertical end view of the wireless headset ^chba, a slight angle to it as^t viewed in top view HO. 

module shown in FIG 1A; ID. At the opposite end of the boom 16 is a microphone 18. 

. _ , , The boom 16 can be rotated with respect to the ear piece 13 

,, FIG -. 1 ° r '? " '°P v ' ew . of . the ™ rele f headsel ™ dule 5S so that the microphone can be swung toward or away from 
shown in FIG 1A with the microphone boom turned away the user>s mouth when ^ headse , module ^ b - 

from the speaking position; wom by me usef 

FIG. 2A is a vertical sectional view of the ear hook, 0n the underside of the ear piece u between the mt of 

speaker module and m.crophone boom of the wueless attachment of ^ ^ module 14 and the boom 16 b a 

headset module shown m FIG. 1A through ID; 6Q chanQel button 30 for sdecting ^ of a pluraljty of CQm . 

FIG. 2B is a vertical sectional view of the transceiver munications channels over which signals are transmitted 

module and the battery module of the wireless headset between the wireless headset module 10 and the base station 

module shown in FIGS. 1A through ID; 54 f urt her described herein. On the back side of the trans- 

FIGS. 2C and 2D are perspective view of the battery pack ceiver 20 are volume control buttons 28. 

module shown in FIG. 2B; 65 Attached to the end of the ear hook 12, opposite from its 

FIG. 3 is a vertical view of a second embodiment of a point of attachment to the ear piece 13, is a transceiver 

wireless headset module according to the invention; module 20. At the end of the transceiver module 20, opposite 
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from its point of attachment to the ear hook 12, is a battery 
module 22. The components 16, 13, 12, 20 and 22 are 
Modular and can all be detached from each other and 
Substitute components can be inserted as may be necessary 
for different configurations. 

■ Referring now more particularly to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the 
wireless headset module is shown in cross-section. As can be 
seen in FIG. 2A, the boom 16 is hollow and includes wiring 
32 for the microphone 18 to connect it to the transceiver 
module 20. In addition, the boom 16 is metallic and acts as 
an antenna for the transceiver module 20. 

Within the hollow ear piece 13 is a first printed circuit 
board 34 having a set of plug-like contacts 36 which meet 
with a corresponding socket set of contacts 38 of the speaker 
module 14. By means of the contacts 36 and the socket 38 
the speaker 24 and the on/off switch 26 are connected to the 
transceiver module 20. 

A cable 40 within the ear piece 13 connects the printed 
circuit board 34 to a female connector 42 in the ear hook 12 
which mates with a male connector 44 mounted on a printed 
circuit board 46 of the transceiver module 20. The connector 
44 is at an end of the transceiver module 20 which attaches 
to the end of the ear hook 12. At an opposite end of the 
printed circuit board 46 are spring loaded battery contacts 48 
which project through openings in the housing 50 of the 
transceiver module 20 and connect to a battery module 22. 

As best seen in FIG. 2B, the battery module 22 houses a 
set of batteries 52 which are arranged and connected so that 
one side of at least a pair of batteries is in electrical contact 
with the battery contacts 48 when the battery module is 
connected to the end of the transceiver module 20. 

Near the end of the ear piece 13, which attaches to the 
boom 16, is positioned the channel control switch 30. The 
channel control switch 30 is mounted on the printed circuit 
board 34 and electrically connected through it to the trans- 
ceiver module printed circuit board 46. 

In this embodiment, the portion of the ear hook 12 
extending over the user's ear is made of a deformable 
material so that in order to comfortably position the wireless 
headset module 10 on a user's ear, the user would deform the 
ear hook portion 12 towards the speaker module 14 in order 
to clamp the pinna of the user's ear between the ear hook 12 
and the speaker module 14 and thereby fasten the wireless 
headset module 10 to the user's ear. 

In the arrangement shown in FIGS. 1A through ID, the 
wireless headset module is intended to be worn on the user's 
right ear, that is the speaker 24 is positioned to be opposite 
the auditory canal of the user's right ear. As shown in FIG. 
ID, the boom 16 is turned away from the user's mouth 
assuming that the wireless headset module is to be worn on 
the right ear. The user would then rotate the boom 16 to 
position the microphone 18 in front of the user's mouth. If 
the user wishes to mount the wireless headset module on the 
user's left ear, the user would remove the speaker module 14 
by unplugging it from the printed circuit board 34, rotating 
the module 14 by 180°, and replugging it in. The contacts of 
the plug 36 and socket 38 are symmetrically arranged so that 
the correct connections are made no matter which orienta- 
tion is adopted by the speaker module 14. In an orientation 
where the speaker 24 is positioned on the opposite side to 
that shown in FIG. 1A, the wireless headset module would 
be adapted for wearing on the user's left ear. 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 3, a wireless 
headset module 10' of a second embodiment is illustrated. In 
this embodiment, the ear hook 12' is rigid and not deform- 
able. On the other hand, the speaker module 14' is pivotally 



'8,825 

6 

mounted to the ear piece 13' so that the speaker module can 
be movable in two or three dimensions as viewed in FIG. 3 
to thereby shorten or lengthen the distance between the 
exterior of the speaker module 14' and the edge of the ear 

S hook 12' in order to clamp the pinna of the user's ear 
between the speaker module 14' and the ear hook 12'. 

In these embodiments, the ear hook 12 may be deformable 
in three dimensions or the speaker module 14' may be 
movable in two or three dimensions to allow for greater 

10 customization in the fitting of the wireless headset module to 
the user's ear. 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 4, the base 
station of the modular wireless headset system is illustrated 
in an embodiment in which the base station is mounted 
15 within an automobile. In this embodiment, base station 54 
and a cellular phone 56 are mounted in a carrier 58 which is 
attached to a portion of a dashboard or firewall of an 
automobile. 

The base station 54 is provided with a phone interface 60 
which is connected via a cable 62 to the mobile phone 56 to 
thereby electronically couple the base station 54 to the 
mobile phone 56 to allow the base station 54 to communi- 
cate with the phone 56. The base station provides a battery 

2J pack interface 64 for recharging a battery pack module 22 
for use with the wireless headset module 10 when the base 
station 54 is supplied with power from an external source. 
When no external source of power is available, the battery 
pack module 22 attached to the battery pack interface 64 is 

3Q used to power the base station 54. Thus, the battery pack 
module 22 is sized and shaped to be useable with either the 
wireless headset module 10 or the base station 54. 

A power interface 66 of the base station 54 is connected 
via a cable 68 to a cigarette lighter adapter 70 which plugs 

35 into a socket 72 in the dashboard of the automobile. Within 
the base station 54 is a transceiver circuit 74 (shown only in 
FIG. 10) for wirelessly communicating between the base 
station 54 (and hence the phone 56) and the transceiver 
module 20 of the wireless headset 10. 

40 In operation, the user would enter his or her car and attach 
his or her mobile phone 56 to the carrier 58 of the base 
station 54. The user would then position the wireless headset 
module 10 on his or her head. When an incoming call is 
received by the mobile phone 56, the user would actuate the 

« appropriate button on the mobile phone 56, e.g. the "talk" 
button, and the on/off button 26 on the wireless headset 
module 10 to receive the call. The wireless headset module 
10 and the base station 54 communicate with each other via 
magnetic inductive coupling. The base station 54 converts 

50 the signals received from wireless headset module 10 into 
signals that the mobile phone 56 can utilize and the signals 
from the mobile phone 56 into signals at the wireless headset 
module 10 can utilize. The base station 54 can receive power 
from, for example, the automobile's cigarette lighter socket 

55 72 through the cigarette lighter adapter 70 or some other 
external power source or, when disconnected from such an 
external power source, will draw power from the attached 
battery pack. The base station 54 may also charge the 
batteries of the attached mobile phone 56 when connected to 

60 an external power source, e.g. the cigarette lighter adapter 
70. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, an alternative embodiment of the 
base station is depicted. In this embodiment, the base station 
is intended to be worn upon an article of clothing of the user. 
65 As shown, the base station 54' is in the form of a socket 78 
for receiving and physically holding the mobile phone 56 
(not shown in FIG. 5). At the bottom portion of the socket 
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78 is the phone interface 60' in the form of contacts which 
meet with corresponding contacts on the bottom of the 
mobile phone 56. The battery pack module 22 serves to 
power the base station 54' when the base station 54' is not 
connected through a power cord interface 66' to a source of 
power such as, for example, the cigarette lighter adapter and 
the cigarette lighter socket of an automobile. 

The base station 54' is provided with a clip 76, which is 
shown in hidden line fashion since it is at the back of the 
base station 54' as viewed in FIG. 5. The clip 76 serves to 
attach the base station 54' to a belt or pocket flap of a shirt 
or pants worn by the user. 

In operation, the base station, with the mobile phone 
inserted, is clipped by the user onto, e.g., the user's belt. The 
user may then position the wireless headset on his or her 
head and receive incoming calls as described above. In this 
embodiment, no wire connects the wireless headset to the 
base station, thereby permitting the user to walk, bike, and 
still receive incoming calls to his or her mobile phone 
without having to physically hold the mobile phone to his or 
her ear. 

Alternatives of this embodiment are shown in FIGS. 6 to 
9. Referring to FIG. 6, the mobile phone 56 is held in its own 
carrier 82 which is worn by the user. The phone 56 is 
connected via a connector plug 86, the cable 62, and the 
phone interface 60 to the base station 54". The base station 
54" is also worn by the user, e.g. by a belt clip shown only 
in hidden line fashion. Abattery pack module 22 is mounted 
on the base station 54" in the battery module interface 64 for 
powering the base station 54" when it is not connected to an 
external source of power and for being recharged when 
external power is being supplied via the power interface 66 
connected by the cable 68 to an external power source 80. 

Referring now to FIGS. 7 to 9, inclusive, the mobile 
phone 56 is carried in its own holster 82 worn by the user 
and the base station 54"' is mounted on the outside of the 
phone 56. A hook 84 at the bottom of the base station 54"' 
engages a recess on the phone 56 or its holster 82 and a 
spring loaded hook 85 at the top of the base station 54"' 
engages a recess or depression on the phone 56. In all other 
respects, this embodiment operates similarly to the embodi- 
ment of FIG. 8. 

Referring now more particularly to FIG. 10, a schematic 
diagram of the circuitry of the modular wireless headset 
system is depicted. The base station 54, as mentioned above, 
is connected via a cable 62 to the local phone 56. The cable 
62 interfaces with the mobile phone 56 through a standard 
plug 86. Within the base station 54, the transceiver circuit 74 
includes an audio input/output (I/O) circuit 88 which is 
connected to the cable 62, a receiver circuit 92, and a 
transmitting circuit 94. The audio I/O circuit 88 receives 
audio signals from the receiver circuit 92 and supplies audio 
signals to the transmitting circuit 94. A control logic circuit 
90 controls the circuits 88, 92 and 94. 

The transmitter 94 transmits wireless signals to the 
antenna 96. In one embodiment, the control logic circuit 90 
includes voice recognition circuitry for recognizing voice 
commands of the user for controlling the mobile phone. 
Such voice recognition circuitry is known in the art per se as, 
for example, disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,335,313. 

The receiver 92 receives wireless signals from an antenna 
96 mounted within the base station 54 and the transmitter 94 
transmits signals to the antenna 96. The wireless commu- 
nication between the base station 54 and the wireless headset 
module 10 in the embodiments depicted in FIGS. lAto 9 can 
be by means of magnetic inductive coupling. This means of 
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transmission has many advantages including very low inter- 
ference and low power requirements. A description of this 
type of communication can be found in U.S. Pat. No. 
5^68416- Where relatively larger distances exist between 
5 the wireless headset module and the base station, the wire- 
less communication can be by means of radio frequency 
transmissions. 

The components 88 through 96 described above are all a 
part of the transceiver circuit 74 of the base stations 54, 54', 

io 54" and 54"'. 

Within the wireless headset module 10 there is a trans- 
mitter and receiver antenna 98 which, as mentioned above, 
is essentially the body of the microphone boom 16. The 
antenna 98 is connected to the transceiver module 20 which 

15 includes a wireless headset module receiver 100 and a 
wireless headset module transmitter 102. The receiver cir- 
cuit 100 is connected to supply audio signals to an audio 
ampl ifier 104 which is also connected to the microphone 18 
a i ndiybe^peaker-24 r Similarly, the transmitter 102 is supplied' 

20 with audio signals from the audio circuit 104 and supplies 
wireless transmission signals to the antenna 98. The wireless 
headset module 10 is powered by the battery module 22. 
A control logic circuit 106 controls all of the elements 

25 100, 102 and 104 within the wireless headset module 10. 
The control logic circuit 106 is also connected to the on/off 
switch 26, the volume control 28, and the channel select 
switch 30. 

The elements 100 to 106, inclusive, are all part of the 
30 transceiver module 20. 

Referring now more particularly to FIGS. UA-11D and 
12, a fifth embodiment of the wireless headset module 
according to the invention is shown. This embodiment is 
fundamentally similar to the first and second embodiments 
35 and the same reference numbers, double primed, have been 
used for the corresponding elements and therefor a detailed 
description will be omitted. The fifth embodiment is distin- 
guished from the first and second embodiments in that: 

1. A hinged ear hook 12" rather than a flexible rubber ear 
40 hook — the hinged ear hook 12" is pivoted from the ear 

piece 13" and is more secure and easier to use than a 
rubber ear hook, and holds up better under repeated 
use. 

2. A fixed bidirectional speaker module 14" rather than the 
rotatable unidirectional speaker module — with a bidi- 
rectional speaker 24" within the speaker module 14", 
sound is emitted from both sides of the speaker, thus 
allowing the user to wear the headset on either ear, 

5q without having to rotate the speaker module. 

3. A change in location of the antenna — an antenna 110 
has been moved from inside the boom 16" to alongside 
the ear piece 13", thus allowing the boom 16" to be 
flexed. 

55 4. A flexible boom 16" rather than a fixed boom — with a 
flexible boom, the user can change the direction and 
orientation of the boom thus allowing the headset to be 
worn and. usable on either ear. 

5. A change in location of the on/off switch 26" from 
60 speaker to the side of PCB module 20" to accommodate 

the bidirectional speaker module 14" and enable better 
user control. 

6. The addition of contacts 112 on the bottom of PCB 
module 20" to enable charging of battery cartridge 22" 

65 while cartridge is attached to PCB module 20". 

Having thus described several illustrative embodiments of 
the invention, various alterations, modifications and 
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improvements will readily occur to those skilled in the art. 
Such alternatives, modifications, and improvements are 
intended to be within the spirit and scope of this invention. 
Accordingly, the foregoing description is by way of example 
only and is not intended as limiting. The invention is limited 
only as defined in the following claims an equivalents 
thereof. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A wireless headset system for wirelessly communicat- 
ing between a base station and a wireless headset worn by 
a user, wherein: 

the wireless headset includes: 
an ear piece; 

an ear hook attached to the ear piece and which fits over 

the ear of a user; 
a speaker mounted in the ear piece and positioned to 

reproduce sounds into the ear of the user; 
a boom having one end mounted to one end of the ear 

piece; 

a microphone mounted on another end of the boom; 

a first transceiver mounted to another end of the ear 
hook and electrically connected to the speaker and 
the microphone for wirelessly communicating sig- 
nals representative of audio signals between the 
wireless headset and the base station; and 

a battery pack detachably mounted on the first trans- 
ceiver; and the base station includes: 
a power interface for releasably coupling the base 
station to an external source of electrical power; 
a phone interface for electronically coupling the base 
station to a mobile phone that is physically proxi- 
mate to the base station to allow the base station 
to communicate with the mobile phone; 

a second transceiver for wirelessly communicating 
with the first transceiver; 

a battery pack interface for interfacing with a battery 
pack capable of powering the base station when it is 
not connected to an external power source and 
capable of being recharged when the base station is 
connected to an external power source; and 

wherein the ear hook is hinged to the ear piece to allow 
the ear hook to be moved toward the speaker and the 
speaker is non-pivotally mounted on the ear piece, 
whereby the ear hook can be moved to clamp the 
pinna of a user's ear between the ear hook and the 
speaker. 

2. The wireless headset system according to claim 1, 
wherein the wireless headset includes a power on/off switch 
for the first transceiver which is mounted on the first 
transceiver. 
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3. The wireless headset system according to claim 1, 
wherein the wireless headset includes an antenna for the first 
transceiver which is mounted within the ear piece. 

4. The wireless headset system according to claim 1, 
wherein the boom is flexible. 

5. The wireless headset system according to claim 1, 
wherein the battery pack includes externally accessible 
contacts allowing it to be charged even while mounted on 
the first transceiver. 

6. A wireless headset system for wirelessly communicat- 
ing between a base station and a wireless headset worn by 
a user, wherein: 

the wireless headset includes: 
an ear piece; 

an ear hook attached to the ear piece and which fits over 

the ear of a user; 
a speaker mounted in the ear piece and positioned to 

reproduce sounds into the ear of the user; 
a boom having one end mounted to one end of the ear 

piece; 

a microphone mounted on another end of the boom; 

a first transceiver mounted to another end of the ear 
hook and electrically connected to the speaker and 
the microphone for wirelessly communicating sig- 
nals representative of audio signals between the 
wireless headset and the base station; and 

a battery pack detachably mounted on the first trans- 
ceiver; and the base station includes: 
a power interface for releasably coupling the base 
station to an external source of electrical power; 
a phone interface for electronically coupling the base 
station to a mobile phone that is physically proxi- 
mate to the base station to allow the base station 
to communicate with the mobile phone; 

a second transceiver for wirelessly communicating 
with the first transceiver; 

a battery pack interface for interfacing with a battery 
pack capable of powering the base station when it is 
not connected to an external power source and 
capable of being recharged when the base station is 
connected to an external power source; and 

wherein the speaker is fixedly mounted to the ear piece 
and is bidirectional so that it can be heard in the ear 
of the user regardless of which of the user's ears 
supports the wireless headset. 
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